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at the Queen’s Hospital, under Dr. Mackey, where good
results have been obtained by the use of very large
drainage-tubes (half an inch in diameter), and free

syringing with carbolic solution by means of Higginson’s
syringe. He has also been using with good effect Volck-
mann’s method of treating lupus by means of free puncture
and scooping in a girl aged twenty-three, who bad suffered
with the disease for seven years, and for which the galvano-
cautery had been employed by Mr. Bryant at Guy’s Hos-
pital without benefit.
Birmingham, February 29th, 1876.

NEW YORK.

(From our own Correspondent.)

AMONG the organisations for the centennial year, one of
the most important is the Centennial Medical Commission-.
This Commission grew out of the action of th’e medical
societies of Philadelphia, and has for its object the forma-
tion of an International Medical Congress. Arrangements
have been made for the holding of the congress in the city
of Philadelphia, to begin on the 4th, and to terminate on
the 9th of September, 1876. The following is the general
plan for the organisation and business of the congress. The
congress shall consist of delegates, American and foreign,
the former representing the American Medical Association
and the State and territorial medical. societies of the Union,
the latter the principal medical societies of other countries.
There will be nine sections, as follows :-1. Medicine, in-
cluding pathology, pathological anatomy, and therapeutics.
2. Biology, including anatomy, histology, physiology, and
therapeutics. 3. Surgery. 4. Dermatology and Syphilo-
logy. 5. Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children.
6. Chemistry, Toxicology, and Medical Jurisprudence.
7. Sanitary Science, including hygiene and medical sta-
tistics. 8. Ophthalmology and Otology. 9. Mental Dis-
eases.

In order to impart to the congress a thoroughly inter-
national character, the Commission will send invitations to
the prominent medical societies of Europe, Mexico, the
British dominions, Central and South America, the Sand-
wich Islands, the East and West Indies, Australia, China,
and Japan. Among the advantages arising from such a
convocation as this, not the least important will be the
opportunity afforded its members for the interchange of
friendly greetings, the formation of new acquaintances, and
the renewal and cementing of old friendships. The congress
will be formally opened at noon on Monday, the 4th day
of September, 1876. The Secretary of the Interior has also
appointed a Commission to represent the progress of sanitary
improvement in this country during the last century. The
Sanitary Commission which did so much good work during
the war will make an exhibition of its appliances.
January 25th, 1876.

Obituary.
JAMES WARBURTON BEGBIE, M.D., LL.D.,

F.R.S. EDIN.,- &c.
A MOST 11 beloved physician" has died in the midst of a

career of very remarkable usefulness and success, and has
too well j justified the fears with which the state of his health
had been regarded for some time past in Scotland. It
would seem that for a good while Dr. Begbie, though
only fifty years of age, has had indications of a weak con-
dition of the heart. Since October last these indications
had become more frequent and.obvious, until-rest became
absolutely necessary. On the 9th of February he left Edin-
burgh with this purpose, for the south of England, and for
the south of Europe if improvement in strength should
after-a time permit. By the time Ca,rlisle-was reached he
was so fatigued that further removal from home. was

altogether impracticable. After three days’ rest, he re-
turned to Edinburgh suffering from great debility and

irregular action of the heart, which neither rest nor treat-
ment alleviated, and which proved fatal on the afternoon of
the 25th inst. A post-mortem examination showed great
enlargement of the heart, with thinning of its walls and

fatty degeneration of the muscular tissue. Dr. Begbie’s
death has produced a sensation of grief in Scotland which
the death of only a young, foremost, sagacious, and most
popular physician could have produced. There have been

physicians in Scotland who have made a greater mark in
medical doctrine and in medical discovery. But there has

been none who has been more widsly consulted or more
deeply trusted by the people of Scotland and of the north
of England. We are probably not far wrong in estimating
that Dr. Begbie’s professional income varied from .87000 to
&10,000 a year, which, for a consulting physician in Edin-
buro,b, is probably unexampled. Sir J-,tmes Simpson’a caise was
that of a specialist, and altogether different. Dr. Begbie’s
work was most arduous, involving not only a large amount of
consulting practice in his own house, but long and fatiguing
journeys by rail and road. The kindaess of his nature
made him easy to be entreated, and he was as much at the
command of the needy as of the rich. His remarkable

popularity as a physician was due to the possession of a
combination of qualities which endeared him alike to

patients and to professional brethren. He was an admir-
able physician-most careful and painstaking in his clinical
investigations, and not losing his interest in cases when he
had made a clear diagnosis, but going on with faith and
heart to the treatment of them, in which he was most
successful. Witness the faith which he brought to the
treatment of cases of aneurism with iodide of potassium,
and the eagerness with which he lately recorded the use of
chloride of ammonium in cases of hsematinaria. He had
always a word of cheerful and fresh advice for any patient
and practitioner who consulted him. He was not only a
thorough physician in his clinical care and his study of
therapeutics, but there was a remarkable pleasantness and
fascination in his manners, based on his sincere kindliness,
which are invaluable qualities in a medical man, and which
gave every patient he spoke to the impression that he was
humanly and specially interested in his case. Further, to
use the words of an esteemed Edinburgh physician, " in an

. especial manner he was sound to the core in the ethics of
, his profession-his conduct having been most honourable
’ in all respects." Dr. Begbie’s success as a consultant
. is the more remarkable inasmuch as he was never

associated as a teacher with the University. He gave for
’ some years (from 1858) extra-academic lectures on the

Practice of Physic. His fame was due entirely to his own
merits as a learned, careful, clinical physician, who had a
complete grasp of all that was -good in Ancient and Modern

; Medicine. He was well entitled to the honour conferred on
him last year by the British Medical Association., in asking
him to deliver the address in Medicine, as well as to the
honour of the LL.D. conferred upon him by the University
of Edinburgh, and the Fellowship of its Royal Society. He
was a good classical scholar, and a considerable antiquarian.
In fine, he was accomplished all round, and when, in 1873,
the Crown had to soek a representative of Scotch medicine
at the table of the General Medical Council, to succeed Sir
Robert Christison, it elected, with the universal concurrence
of the public and the profession, James Warburton Begbie.
Though he leaves no great work in medical literature to

 perpetuate his name, he leaves a number of articles and
papers which are models of learned and clinical writing,

t and he leaves an impression of general culture and medical
accomplishment, which add to the credit of medicine in Soot-

. 
land and in Britain. 

____

JAMES RUTTLEDGE, M.D.
- 

DR. RUTTLEDGE was born in 1809, and studied in Dublin,

Edinburgh, and Glasgow, was appointed Staff Assistant-Sur-
geon to the Forces, obtained the M.D. degree in 1838 at
Glasgow, and the M.R.C.S. Eng. in 1839. He practised in
London for thirty-two years. In consequence of failing

’ ’ health he retired from practice early in 1873, and travelled
’ for two years. He settled at Brighton a year previous to
I his death, which took place on the 29th January.


